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Expanse Project 

This collection of illustrations was inspired by modern architecture where 
buildings seem to push boundaries of what is possible and appear to be a 
collection of fragmented structures with distorted shapes arranged in 
haphazard and unpredictable ways. The result creates an impression of 
instability. To me, they represent a calculated balance of ordered chaos and 
geometry that culminates in beauty and a sense of intangible harmony as if 
frozen in time at the critical moment of maximum aesthetic appeal and 
impending structural collapse. I find it truly fascinating how such structures 
could have been visualized and conceived in their final form and then, 
somehow, be constructed to be architecturally sound but also remain true to 
the architect’s original concept. I see these engaging structures as incredible 
accomplishments that are simply genius…magical architecture.


These digital illustrations are about grand expanses and abstractions. My goal 
was to incorporate a feeling of grandeur without any discernible sense of scale. 
I attempted to create an expansive quality to draw the viewer into the scene 
through the use of overlapping forms, the incorporation of abstract shapes and 
by the leveraging of disparate perspectives and lighting that contribute to a 
disorienting sense of disarray.


Though these spaces appear to be comprised of “fragments of a whole”, they 
manage to maintain a cohesive quality despite some inherent lack of 
adherence to visual perspective and design conventions. I found their creation 
to be both technically and visually challenging but also exhilarating. It was a 
fresh approach for me as an artist.
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About 

Michael Christidis is a Canadian artist who is best known for 
his luminous multi-layered paintings depicting wilderness 
landscapes and shorelines. Like many Canadians, Christidis 
grew up with romantic notions of the Canadian landscape and 
a respect for the great painters who wove the fabric of 
Canadian national identity. He became fascinated with nature, 
and this encouraged him to explore the world around him 
through drawing, painting and photography from an early age.


Living in a country like Canada, with its vast untamed 
wilderness, dramatic scenery, diverse geology and four 
seasons, allowed the artist to develop a profound connection 
with, and appreciation of, the forces of raw nature. His 
landscape work directly conveys his deep respect for nature 
and its subtle, yet powerful, beauty and offers unusual and 
personal glimpses of breathtaking scenery.


Christidis’ body of work is the product of a lifetime of refining 
his creative approach which is documented and illustrated in a 
sixty-page, freely available ebook on MichaelCArtist.com. 
From his formal studies of design, art history, still photography 
and film, to years of experimentation with mediums, 
techniques and aesthetics and professional work experience, 
to his writings about artistic intent and creativity, Christidis has 
left no stone unturned in his quest for a cultivated 
methodology that he can truly call his own. 


Christidis has exhibited in Canada and the United States.
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